We compiled reports on 418 caribou specimens submitted to veterinary diagnostic laboratories and wildlife agencies from across Canada. The earliest record was from 1969; however, the majority were from 1987 to the present. Most submissions were tissues from huntershot animals. Brucella suis and Brucella sp. (untyped) were the most common bacterial pathogens isolated, accounting for 69 and 16 cases respectively. Parasitic conditions were also common. Besnoitiosis was diagnosed in 40 cases from various locations in the Northwest Territories, northern British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Cysticercosis was diagnosed in 49 cases. Fibropapillomas, likely of viral origin, were present in 5 cases. Individual cases of chondrosarcoma, pulmonary carcinoma and renal adenoma were also reported. Deficiencies in data collection were also noted; in 43% of cases the age of animal was not reported and in 42% of submissions the sex of the animal was not indicated. The Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre has established a central repository for disease diagnostic reports which will be useful in identifying disease problems and geographic occurrence of disease in caribou. A standardized reporting format which includes accurate information on location, age, and sex of animal is required.
